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Information Regarding Hovey Collection

The Hovey Collection consists of 22 manuscripts and
booklets which once belonged to the Hovey family. The
documents and manuscripts, which are dated from the second
half of the nineteenth century to the very beginning of the
twentieth century, have been divided into eight files and
organized by subject.

With the intention of putting the collection into a
historical context, research has been done on the people
whose names appear in the collection. These people include a
father whose name was William H. Hovey, his wife who was
named Susan A. Gerry Hovey and the daughter who was also
named Susan Hovey.

The vital records give a couple of interesting hints
about the collection. First they tell that William H. Hovey
and a Susan A. Gerry were married in 1846. Secondly, there
are records of the birth of 2 daughters to the family. This
is a confusing piece of information as the collection only
references one daughter, this will be discussed below.
Through the vital statistics there is also a probable family
link one generation back. In the vital statistics, there is
a listing for the death of a Susan L. Hovey who was married
to a William B. Hovey and was 53 years old at the time of
her death in 1848. At no point is there an explicit link
between William H. and Susan L. and William B. and Susan A.,
what follows is the inferred connection.

William B. Hovey begins being listed in the Cambridge
Directories in 1849. He is listed as living on Williams
Street and having a store located at 32 Faneuil Hall Market
Place. He remains at that business address until the 1870's
when William H. Hovey assumes the address. The first
listings for William H. Hovey does not appear in the
directories until 1869. Prior to the 1874 directory his
business is simply listed as Faneuil Hall, however in 1874
he begins to have his business listed as 32 Faneuil hall and
in the same year his house begins to be listed as 67
Pleasant Street in Cambridge.

A reasonable explanation for the business addresses
would be that William B. was older and more established in
Boston and therefore had a store front at Faneuil hall.
William H., the younger of the two may have been either






